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[t’s music to their ears

Years and miles separated them and their music, but violinist Vladamir Kocibelli

and his
LADAMIER Koci- 3

hells came 1o Auﬁ_-
tralia sceking rcsi-

ncy in 1991, leaving his 8

ife Lida and three sons

shind 1n Albania.

It wasn't until September 8
st year that the famaly was S8

united,

His eldest son, 19-vedr- B

il Herrrs, o violmist and
sitarist, says those five
s lefl
fdcher and mentor.

“I started learning violin.

hen I was four vears old,

ith my father. He taught
@ until 1991 when 1 was

. For five years | was with- £

it-a teacher.”

Mr Kocibelli was the first |

olinist with the Albanian
ate Opera Orchestra for 20
zars before [leeing his
untry.

When father and son were
wmted i Australia last
=otember, Mr Kocibelli re-
led that his son’s playing
1d  neither improved nor
gressed since they parted.
*[t was a bad time for me,
at | wouldn't say | lost my
traction 10 music,” said
erris who played his first
o recital in Ausiralia at
& Footscray Community
ris Centre threes weeks apo;

“1"m catching up now. I'm
g™

When he left Albania, Mr
ocibelli believed he would
Teive permanent. residen-
| within six months 1o a
=ar, enabling him to spon-
ir s [amily’s armival in
ustralia.

“1 thought I must go to
ustralia which wis g multi-
iltural community,” he
il

“In my country they had
roblems with politics. It
gsn’'t a problem for my
usic, but for 43 vears 1
eard politics, politics,
alitics,

“1f you listen every day 1o
litics vou ¢an't think
USIC.

*1 don’t like or under-
and politics. For me it is
isier to talk music,” Mr
ocibelli said.

him without a &

But the musician who left
his country to pursue his
passion was repeatedly re-
fused residency in Australia
until 1995 when he was ac-
cepted under a new category
for migrants with artistic
qualifications.

By then he had estab-
lished himself on the classi-
cal and world music scenes
in Melbourne.

He accepted invitations to
join the Melbourne Philhar-
moni¢ Orcheéstra, the Mal-
vern Symphony Orchestra
and perform his own Alba-

nian and gypsy tunes at the
1994 Brunswick Festival.

ool

t‘r s Ly o

He also plays with the
COrana and Geelong cham-
ber orchestras.

His gypsy tungs were so
well received by audiences
that his band, Fladimir
Kocithelli's Grypsy Feeling
Band. was.invited last year
to perform at a reception for
Benior Citizens week hosted
by Governor McGarvie at
Crovernment Howse.

He also gave a perfor-
mance at the 50th anmiver-
sary of the United Nations
at Melbourne Liniversity

“It was very hard for me
to start a music life 1n Aus-
tralia because 1t's a big coun-

son Herris are together again. Martine Borrack repor

8 for five years.

try and I didn't know the
l[evel of music here” -~ Mr
Kocibelli said. 5

*TI' didn’t play my violin
for two wyears because |
didn't have permission to
work so | started by going
around listening 10 many or-
chestras,”

It was after & concert at
the Victorian College of the
Arts in 1994 that Mr
Kocibelli met and befriend-
ed one of the college’s music
teachers, Spiros Rantos.

“I met him and explained
my situation. I said can you
please find me a job, but I
don't like money”

ts.

Together again: Separarcd
Viadamir
Kocibelli (foreground! and
hixy son Herris are making
music together again.

Mr Rantos invited Mr
Kocibelli 1o a concert at the
Melbourne Town Hall, lat-
er introducing him 1o the
manager of the Melbourne
Philharmonic Orchestra.

Within three weeks of
their meeting, he was invit-
ed 1o join.

“Al this moment | felt
very good,” Mr Kocibelli
sand,

“This was the first contact
with musie life here in-Aus-
tralia,” EL

Mr Kocibelli said he
pli{ﬁcd with the orchestra
without pay for two yvears.

Happy with life in Austra-
lia. he believes his family is
lucky to be here.

“] gay 1o them if vou have
brains you must do wonder-
ful things in this country,”
he savs.

Herns, the oldest of Mr
Kocibelli's three sons, says
music is his life and wants to
study i1 at umiversity next
VEQT,

He is again recejving tute-
lage from his father and
plays guitar as the fourth
member of his father’s band
with double bass playver Da-
vid Abuso and percussionist
Paul Sarchich.

Fladamir Kocibelli s Gyp-
sy Feeling Band will play a
series of performances at
southgate shuppm% centre
an May 10 from 1.30pm as
part of “Cultures in a
Blend”, a month-long festi-
val of music, dance and
SONE.

They will play at
Aerostato in Elizabeth St
Melbourne on May 25 al
400
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