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Boite bites back

ven a snub by the Australia Council can’t
top the music, writes Andra Jackson

Bofte started, 5BS was find-
ing Its feet and mukticultaral
dic was in it infancy.
The frst ethnke community
dig station, ABC-run 322, had
wn closed down a few years
alier for political reasons and its
pes were pagted bo the Baite for
fekeeping,
The Bolte, & world musle vénue
Fitzroy, has contimued to act as

;.ﬁ.l:.'l-: in the 705 when the

sodrce, VicArts, is yet to confirm
its funding.

The anly orgamsation of lts Gype
in the country, the Boite has
recelved Australia Councll fund-
ing every year slnce 1078, making
up half its fnances.

In deopardy areé 80 concerts It
holds @ year at Fitzroy and four
COMMURIty chaolrs.

New Boltes vere being
launched in Bt Kilda and Wangar-

performing for the Boite come
from non-English speking come
munities " he HLYE.

Theé Boite also holds school
concerts — last month's perform:
ance by the Chinese Music En-
semble at St Kilda T'own Hall was
attended by 800 children.

“It 1= nportant culiurally to get
young kids to take this music
serlously and enjoy it Eing says.

*“It 1= fantastic In terms of
breaking down barriers beetaees

_p-en]:ll-r:."

Eing estimates the Boite neads
ralse $2 by Febrary &




